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THIS Court'doth teſire the Right Re- - 
| verend Father in. God, the Lord Biſhop 
of Sarum, to Print this* Sermon preached on - 
Monday laſt at the Pariſh-Church of St. Brides,- _ 
before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Go-- 
vernours of. the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this }. 
City. | 


GooDFELLOW. 
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Of Charity to the Houſbold of Faith. 


[SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE 


LORD MAYOR, 


TRE 


ALDERMEN, and Governors of the 
Several Hoſpitals of the City, 


& F 
St. BRIDGET's CHURCH, 
On Eaſter-Monday , 1698. 
Being one of the Anniverſary Spittal-Dermons, 


By the Right Revergnd Father in GO D, 
GILBERT Yord Biſhop of SAR M. 
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Printed for Rf. Chiſwell, at the Roſe and Crown 
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Gar. VI. 10. 


 As-we have therefore opportunity, let us - 
do good unto all. men, eſpecially unto 


them who are of the houſhold of Faith: 


Or according to the Old Tranſlation,-. 
While we baue- time, let u----- - 


BR HILE we are receiving the - 
REF: greateſt Bicſipgy of Heaven, it 

LA 3s very ſeaſonable to pur us-in | 
< > mind of the-moſt proper Re- - 
turns thar we can make for 
NI them. : When we haye the 
Pledges of the pardon of Sin and of a happy 
Immortality given.us, jt becomes-us alſo to * 
bring our Gift, and to leave it on the Altar, What 
can we render unto God ? Our Goodneſs extends - 
eth nat to him: bur ic may reach him in (his | 
Members, for he reckons that what: we do ito - 
the leaſt of thoſe whom he calls bis Brethren, we - 
do it unto him. | 


A.3: As 
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As this ſeaſon of the year is the moſt pro- 
per for calling on thoſe whom.God has bleſs'd 
with a full meaſure of the good things of this 
life, to give a portion to ſeven, and allp to eight; 
char is, to give not only according to*regular 

oportions, but even beyond them, to lend a 
little to the. Lord, for all the good things that 
he has given to them, and after ſuch a harveſt 
of ſpiritual things, as they have been reaping, 
to call on ſuch as want that with which the 
overflow, to let them reap -of_ their world 
things: So this time or ſeaſon, in a larger ſenſe, 
ſeems to provoke us to love and to good works. 

We have /paſsd through me and threat- 
ning Dangers; as well thoſe of a long and 
flothful Peace, with all the ſurfeirs of luxuri- 
-ous Plenty, as the more critical Turns of a 
devouring War, with all the Charge and Loſ- 
ſes that have accompanied it: while great Num- 
bers of wicked Men engaged in a moſt deſpe- 
rate Conſpiracy at home, were at work in the 
corrupting our Coin, to undermine' us, or to 
blow us up. We have got through all this, 
though perhaps the ſcars that remain, and the 
ill fe that follow it, will not be ſo eaſily 
worn off, We are now like a man recovering 
our of a long ſickneſs, that had a great variety 
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of ſymptoms with it ; theſe will hang about 
him, even after the happy Criſis is paſt ; and 
the ſeeds of: life, being much weakned, they, 


in that tenderneſs, will ſoon take a new. ill ply, 


and contract diſeaſes, as dangerous as thoſe | 


were, out of which he thinks he: is delivered. :. 


It may ſeems a very improper time to call 


on'a City to- a new Harveſt of Charity, that 


is yet ſrngeling-with great Difficulcies. ; The - 


Loſſes that many have ſuffered, the Taxes that 


all are charged with, -and the: ſtop in the Gains | 


of moſt;'are ſuch diſcouragements, - that unleſs 
the ſtrength''of the Argumenr for Chariry were 


to-be truſted to, one-could ſcarce: hope to ſuc- 


ceed*in -it, * where the: Objections are ſo many 
and fo fenſfible. - Bur-if the Sinner-will remem- 


ber, that he may redeem his iniquities by giving - 
: HE © ® l 

alms-to the poor z -1f even the” Covetous will con- + 

ſider how certain a Fund: he deals in, when he. 


truſts*his Wealth to God-;z Both will conclude, 
that the-ſureſt way to ſecure to- ns thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings that we ſtill enjoy, as well: as ro procure 
new additions to them, is to make the þ 


creaſes God may bleſs us -with. . 


As 


beſt ule - 
of- what we do poflels, 'and ſo form the moſt - 
generous Reſolutions upon - what farther Ine .- 
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Ai we have 6pportunity, or while we have tie» 
we ought to. do.,good, and that in the moſt ex- 
tended and largeſt manner, to dl! men; bur 
with this ſpecialty, thar the fulleſt meaſure of 
.it, and the tendereſt care in it, ought to $0 ro 

the Houſhold of Faith : that is, to the Chriſtians, 
-who in thoſe days were but a ſmall and ſelect 
number. Now indeed all. paſs for ſuch ; bur 
if we may judge of thoſe of the Honſhold of 
Faith, either by hiri who &s the Author of it, 
or by that Rule which he has rnade the mea- 
ſure of it, we ſhall ſoon find, that among thoſe 
who carry. the name of Chriſtians, and' paſs 
for the Domeſticks of this Houſhold, there are 
few, very few, who deſerve the Name, or that 
anſwer the' Obligations that belong to it. 


+1. Here, in General, Beneficence is charged 
on us, Let us do good. 

2. We ſee the Extent of it, To all men. 

3. We have here a more particularReſtriti- 
on, -Eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith. 

4. This we ought to . purſue, as oft as we 
have opportunity, or as long as we have time; 
for the word ſignihes either a fic and pro- 

-per ſeaſon, or time at large; thar is, as 
10ng as we live, and can do good. 


Tr 
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Ir 18 needleſs to dwell long on the Chara- 
cter of Beneficence. in general. Nothing makes 
a Man ſo truly great, for nothing makes him 
| fo like God: as to do much good. Nothing 
is more- uſeful and amiable to all the reſt of 
Mankind, than a cheartul and diffufive boun- 
ty: Nothing gives a Man a more folid. Joy, 
a truer Title co what he has, and a better Re- 
liſh of whac he enjoys, than a large and boun- 
tiful Heart, with an open and liberal Hand. 
This is. the beſt uſe Wealth can be pur to, and 
is the: nobleſt part of the Diſtin&tion berweer: 
the- Rich and the Poor; that the one muſt 
ſ\ubmit to the Humilicy. of receiving, while: the 
other has, the Bleſſing as. well as the Glory: of 
giving..'' In: a word, he that does not feel 
the- Manly Pleaſure- that ariſes from doing 
good:, or that needs to be preſſed: to it , has 
a Soul of a very degenerate Make, and is not 
like ro. be moved much-by Argument. Vanity 
or Intereſt may draw ſomewhat from. him , 
bur if: he has nor chis Principle of Charity 
within him, though he ſhould give all his Goods 
to the: Poor,, yer he is. nothing in- the ſight of 
God;. and he has:nothing, he has no reaſon 
to expect the. rewards of true Charivy, if what 
he does is only to be ſeen of Men, or to _ 
'B an 
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and truck with God. To be good, and to 
do Good, is the greateſt Perfetion of the Hu- 
man Nature, as it carries in it the higheſt 
Idea that we can form of the Divinity. 

But though the Chara&ters of this noble 
and heroical Temper of Mind ſeem very in- 
viting, yer the extent that 1s here given to it, 
may juſtly affright us. 

| To do good to all, is too great a compaſs for 
any Goodneſs thar is nor Infinite. Ir is cer- 
rainly a peculiar Character to which no Crea- 
rure can arrive, that God's Goodneſs is -over 
all his Works. We are limited Beings, and 
have a narrow Sphere as well as a fhort 
Time. It is true, the Charity of our Aﬀe- 
ions, of our good Wiſhes and our Prayers, 
of our Bowels, and our Compaſſions, ought 
to be enlarged to all Mankind : We ought 
to pray for the whole Race, and to be tender 
when any Obje& is before us that may be 
either relieved by us, or at leaſt comforted 
by our Sympathy. We ought to exclude none: 
by Prejudices , Averſions, or Paſſions ; but 
mult carry about us a conſtant Diſpoficion to. 
do all the good we can, and that to as many 
Perſons, and upon as many Occaſions as-it is. 
poſſivle for us to: overtake. 


The 
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The Jews thought they owed a great deal 
ro all the Race of Abraham, and to the Stran- 
gers that ſojourned among them, by whom 
they underſtood ſuch Profelites as came un- 
der the Obligations of cheir Law. There was 
a liberal Proviſion made of a whole Tenth, 
with the Gleanings in Harveſt which were 
copious, for the Poor, the Widow, the Father- 
leſs, and the Strangers, beſides the Commus- 
nity that was every Seventh Year of all chat 
{ſprung out of the Earth. Bur this was con- 
Bed to their Country, or to their Religion, 
ro ſuch as were Strangers to both, chey were 
ſo ſullen, as not to do them the moſt common 
. Favour ; to: ſhew. Travellers the way, or tell 
them where a Spring. of Water might be 
found. This Incloſure is pulled up j the 
Chriſtian Doctrine ; we are nor to confine 
our Charities to any Religion , or Country, 
or to any Form or Diviſion in Religion; eve- 
ry Man has a right to ſome ſhare in them. 
For though in the larger Effuſions of our 
Bounty, we may prefer ſome to others, yet 
in the Supplies of preſſing Neceſlities , none 
ought to 5 excluded , all have the. Human 
Nature in them, and ſome degrees of the 


Image of God on them. 


B 2 'The 
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| The more enlarged our Inclinations and 
Diſpoſitions are, it argues the greater Exrent 
and Elevation of Goodneſs. We have indeed 
2 ſmall proportion of help to afford ; but 
there are ſeveral Channels in which that may. 
flow. Thoſe of great Talents may fubdue 
the World by their Reaſon , they may tri- 
umph over Men by Argument, and over- 
come them by Perſuaſion: Inſtruction, Con- 
duct, and Advice, are Charities that colt little 
to him that gives them, and yer may be. more 
beneficial to thoſe who recerye them, than 
the profuſeſt Liberalities. Men of Authority 
can protect and encourage the oppreſſed, and 
that often at a fmall coſt: A little counte- 
nance and {ome diftin8ion of Behaviour may 
be of more uſe than a large Diſtribution. 'So 
there are great varieties of domg good accord- 
ing to Mens different Capacities -and Stations. 
"He who ſtndies to do all the good he can'ito 
the Neighbourhood , by fſerting a 'good Ex- 
ample in it, and maintaining Love and Peace 
among Men, by obſerving order, and/living 
regularly, 1s a great Benetattor; how narrow 
foever his Fortunes, and how fmall ſoever 
his Capacity may” be of doing great Cha- 
ities. 


Belides 
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Beſades all chis, ſuch as abound in Wealth, 
chiefly if they have not a numerous Poſteriry 
| to ſhare it to, moſt particularly thoſe whoſe 

Wealch has been of their own acquiſition ; 
thar is, the Effect of the Bleſſings of Provi- 
dence, favouring their Endeavours, ought to 
be, of all others, the moſt forward in the 
largeſſes of Charity. . Thoſe who ſee many 
who did ſet out with them, and thar perhaps 
upon great Advantages beyond them, and 
who have been both as skilful and induftri- 
ous as themſelves, and yet have long ftruggled 
with great Difhculcies, and have at laſt Tonk 
under them, ought, when they reflect on their 
own happier Circumſtances, think who' it 4s 
that has made the difference ?. and for what end 
has he made it? They ought to conlider, 
that in all accounts, a Balance muſt be fta- 
ted berween Receipts and Disburſements. They 
mult give an account, not according, to. what: 
others have received, but according to what 
they themſelves have received z and. to the 
Charge they ſtand under, and the Circum- 
 Rances they are in. - 
| Much will be required of them, to whom 
- much. is given; and if we expect a full re- 
ward, a meaſure ſhaken together and preſs d down, 


we 


——— 
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we muſt abound in the riches of our liberality. 


The liberal man deviſeth liberal things, and by li- 
beral things be ſhall ſtand. Theſe may {eem 


at preſent to diſſipate his Stock, bur they 


bring large Returns. There cannot come a 


nobler Meditation into the Mind of a Man 
whom God has eminently bleſs'd, than to 
think often within himſelf, What ſhall I ren- 
der unto God for all his benefits towards me ? 
Our firſt Returns ought ro be Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving : bur our next ought to be, to 
lay out our Plenty in the beſt manner, and 


to the beſt uſes we can. Many have ſuch an 


abundance, that it is a trouble to them either 


to keep it, or to uſe it. They might eaſe 


themſelves of / the- trouble; and trult (it to 
God's keeping ; who will either return it to 
them again, or preſerve it to ſet it to their 
account, in that great Reckoning that all muſt 
come to, | 
Happy they who to their ſtrength, yea and 


beyond their ſtrength , are ever imployed in 


doing Good. The heighth of Charity, is to 


give not only of our abundance, that is, our 
of thar which is over and above what we 
need, but to give out of our penury; to a- 
bridge a narrow condition, and ſtudy to be 


without 
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withour many things that we thought we 

needed , but find we can live without them 
that ſo ſhortning even a ſcanty allowance, 

we may give ſome relief to thoſe who lan- 
uiſh under the Extremities of Wanr. 

After all the good we can do to any that 
are. oppreſſed with Miſery, there is a ftrain 
of doing good that is far above it: and to 
this the Charity to their Perſons may be a 
great furtherance. The greateſt Charity is the 
delivering Men from the extreameſt Dan- 

ers: It to fave a Life is a noble piece of 
Charity, how much more to ſave a Soul? If 
we can be the happy Inſtrumenes of bringing: 


choſe who have gone aſtray, to love the: 


Truth, and to follow it ;- if we can allarm an 
impenitent Sinner, or reclaim one that is en-- 
aged in i]] Courſes; if we can help Men to: 


live Religioufly, and to die comfortably, then' 


we may reckon that we are exalted to: the: 


reateſt Honour that our Natures are capa-- 


ble of, in being Inſtruments of the greateſt 


Good, that either we can do, or that others. 
can receive. This is indeed to be managed: 
with diſcretion, and withour affe&ation ; with 


zeal, but without heat. Happy thoſe who 


find out the: beſt Methods, and the propereſt 
Times 


I2 
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Times for it! This is both the greateſt Cha- 
rity and the nobleſt Employment we are capa- 


| ble of. 


But ſince our Capacitics as -well as our 
Fortunes, and our Strength as well as our 
T'ime, are limited, we ought to fee what Ob- 


| jects, as well as what Acts of Charity we muſt 


prefer to all others. That proportion of our 
Time, of our Talents and our Fortunes, that 
we can beſtow on. others, ought to be ſo well 
managed, that it may be applied both to the 
beſt Perſons and the beſt Purpoles that may 
be. While therefore all Mankind have a title 
ro ſuch a ſhare, as extream Miſery may give 
them a right even to demand of us, there is 
{ll a great diſtin&tion to. be made. 

There is ſomewhat of the Image of God 


on all Men ; but there is a more peculiar 


meaſure of it on thoſe who are made- confor- 
mable to Chriſt. All men have the ſame com- 
mon Nature ; but the Regenerate- have in 
them, beſides. char, a participation of the Di= 


' vine Nature. We who are Chriſtians, are born 


again, and in that we acquire a new relation: 
We are all Brethren , joint-beirs. of the ſame 
common ſalvation : ;:We are members of the 
lame body ; we have. one bead, and ought alſo 

© 
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to have one heart. We are all ſharers in one 
common Baptiſm; 'The bread that we break is 
the communzon of his: body ,' and the cup that we 
| bleſs, is. the communion : of his blood , by whom 
we are called. We hope to live to all Erer- 
nity together, partakers of. the: Inheritance of the 
Saints .in, light. Theſe are Relations of fo 
clole a' Nature:;:-. that as they tie: us. much 
more firmly to one -another, ſo they ought 
to, give us a more particular concern in one 
another ,, and- therefore there is a peculiar 


ſtrain. of Charity -that ought to. be reſerved: 


to ſuch as-we have reaſon to believe are of - 


this Houſhold., In the beginnings of Chri- 
ſtianity the number was ſmall , but their 
Zeal and.-their Charity: was ' then in its firſt 
fervour. Then the Widows and -the Father- 
leſs were ſupplied by a daily Miniſtration : Such 
was the Zeal. of, their Charity , and ſuch 
were. the Neceſlitics :of -that;-time ;, ithar. the 
Rich  /old: their lands and: poſſeſſions, "and laid the 
price of them down at the Apoſtles feet. That 
ſeems peculiar to: that «crime and place, for 
in the. Epiſtles-to the ,other' Churches , men- 
tion is oft made of the Rich that were among 
them. 


c The 
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The Enemies of + our” Faith” made this ia 
part of their: Satyr againſt ir, rhar'che Boun- 
ry with which: the Rich: ſupplied the Poor, 
made: that the Poor ſeemed” as hired' to come 
among them. They acknowledge the 'Cha- 
ricy of the Chriſtians was not reſtrained to 
thoſe: of the ſame Faithi, . but was extended 
even'to. Strangers and Enemies. ' If ' the car- 
rying the -name Chriftian j or the'being bap- 
406 into'it, makes all to be of the Fouſhold 
of Faith, then we have no more this reſtri&ti- 
on to our Chatity. -All, orialmoſt all, among 
. us are of this: ſort. 'But this- is more the ef- 
fe: of Law or Cuſtom ; than of Choice: 
therefore: -we muſt now take 'other meaſures; 
_ for -. judging who are' of the FHouſhold 'of 
__ Za ac till oY Gs 
Can thoſe who are a Reproach: to it by 
cheir moſt unchriſttan Eives, and who ſeem 
weary 'of the A - which they- are 
ready to throw off, if they conldido' it wichour 
hazard to their'worldly Intereſts, be-eſteemeÞ 
a part of this Houfhold ?  K they' are, then 
this-1s fatfilled, that a mans enemies are thoſe of 
his own houſhold. | 7 oh FIG 

Oh, the Venom. that is daily thrown our 
by them againſt that Faich which would re- 


form 
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form ind: ſave the World, if ic were fi Incere- 
ly believed and follow'd 'by it! They judge 
of \it by the effects it has or :themlelves,, 
and'pn ſuch as themſelves; and having never 
fele more+ in it than a'Form 'of Words, or a 
Ser'of Rites and Performances , © they call. 
fooliſhnefs : But i')er them Blaſpheme that 
Worthy Natne'as much: as they: will, - Chriſt is 
70 all who' are called of God, both the pbivhy and the 
"iviſdom of God." They diſcein a Wiſdom in his 
Dogtrine, and they teet a: Power-in it, 'oyer- 
.corving cheit Hearts, ſubduing'cheir Appetires, 
changing their Narures', p and RS. FO 
Actions.” Fe Fro” aprtrtl a 
Thoſe of this Houſbold do not- only:v wear 
its Livery , and carry 'its. outward Appear- 
*litices; "they are-fairhtul:1o- their' Truſt; Tzea- 
tos for-xkt Honour :of their Maſter |; and 
 eareful: of every thing that. 'concerns the good, 
"either of" the ;athole;,; Stilokcany;: prongs 
Menber:oÞlicrT hey ſtudy to::keep: 
SPeade';; xd ro - maintain the. Handie: after 
Dignity: _ cheir Profeſſions © They: any; omg 
| ſe che Maſter whont.>they 
arid* to o  Whlkcin! in: all: -chings,::even as: REN 
bg.” "4h x' word 3 whendoever weed: theſe 
Characters in"any -thar calls himſelf: of this 
Canon Houſhold, | 
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Houſhold, even though they are yet but de- 

fective, we ought to judge charitably, and to 
conclude that ſuch a Perlon either already is,, 
or may become truly one of this Houſhold ; 
and that therefore he has a right to the more 
endearing ſpecialties of our Love. We ought 
not to judge too ſeverely of any, nor quite 
to exclude them, ' though we may lee good 
reaſon ſtill to give. others. the preference, and 
a double Portion in our Charity. It we love 
our Brethren from the. Motive of the, Love 
of God, and from Principles of true. Charity, 
we will feel the Confideration . of ; a higher 
meaſure of God's Image, and a nearer Con- 
formity to his Nature ; the ſtrongeſt of all 

-Tv1CS, 43d, + 93TV3- IL {1363 1416 WEE: 

- * "This will-melt and: overcome every devour 
Mind; and that the +rather ; becauſe ſuch 
Perſons are not clamorous and; importunate : 
they do- not-publiſh their: NeceM@ries, till: the 
laſt extremny forces it..;. Nor: dq-..they' attack 
us with violence: - They are patient and mo- 
deft, hardly brought to trouble others , and 
ſoon dafhed when they do it:; And:indeed.a 
egrear-deal of what: of:right ſhould be. reſerved 
tor chem, 1s oft intercepted by the noiſe and 
importuniry , the affected Looks and Voices 
Hort ff | of 
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of a fore of people, that go abour, with too 
much ſucceſs, while others are ſtarving at 
home | bn lence, This is one of the uſteſ} 
Reproaches, of our Nation, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Authority that Law gives to 
Magiſtrates for correcting it, - Jt a falſe com- 
pPaſtion, | and a  feebleneſs good nature, 
proves to0 hard, even for che Law,. In _its;exe- 
'cution. Ir is the Hongur of Magiſtracy to. be 
vigilant and ſevere in , executing Laws, | that 
how unacceptable ſoever the firſt proſecurign 
'of them may ſeem to. yer, ATE .AS| Chari- 
table, 4s they, areJ uſt, © "There are ' render Mer- 
cies that are..Crizel, as well as Severities that 
have Charity ard Kindacls in. them. . 
")"Amon itt the Obje&s.of Charity, a as! has 
, ITS note Ml, arc more helpleſs, .or more. cty- 
"ing thin;y young "Children, who: are. initiated 
Into this Houſhold , and have not yet for- 
feitfd” that Thnocence to. which the, ſacred 
"Rites have ty chem. 'Þ Ws there. are none 
fm whom we'may fo reaſonably expect the 
Returns of thirty, [1xty,, or an hundred-fold: 
"AX Child well ducated, may become, an. in- 
duſtrions, . Vertuous and religious Man. His 
[Educition”' may _ follow him down through 
the "whole courle of his Life, and go to his 
Poſterity 


» 
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Poſteriry fret hirn. This is FAHEY” a moſt 
hopeful and moſt fruitful Application of Cha- 
rity, Next to cheſe, © the molt *1 refſing ' are 
thoſe who are under the double Miſery both 
of Poverty, and 'of Sickneſs or Pain: who 
may be near the giving their laſt accounts; 
and therefore need more" than'ar any time, x 
be freed from "Fem) tations, ' and eyery othe 
burden except chit which! he” ll ſtate. of their 
Body brings them neceſſarily rinder ;” and even 
in that; need "moſt of all to- 'be Fs ſupplied, 
that -they rhay*be Ether” or] relieved, or; At 
leaſt thar their butden m Na) y be. li zhened, and 
_ their laſt Agonies trade tel Fee ul and more 
tolerable to ther.” "The" reducing ll. 'people 

by the ſevetity of diſcit line to a better 7 Oh PR 
of life) is a” Ciatky well' becoming "that 
ligion which regards the" Food of, the Ell in 
the firſt place: And the &are of the. Lunaticks | 
and**Franticks has fo much oy, 4 Juſt Com- 
| Ps il ir, that” humane Nature | is At. Hirſt 

ohr ſtruck with OY. 

"Thi Pious Proviſion, and Royal. and. No- 

ble Endowments for © Thais "Ends, are .r0 be 
reckoned” aftiong the chick" Crake \ 2s. well 
as the faireſt Ortiamients and Goes of this 
Great City. But the = Oleg of Charity 


. here, 
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here, which ſupport theſe Foundations in an 
Expenee far beyond their certain Revenues, is 
the peculiar” Glory: of the preſent Inhabirans, 
_ as well, -as it is the City's chief Preſervative. 
What + but ſome ſuch As of Love could co- 
yer" ſuch 'a mulcitude of 'Sins, ſecure''us fo 
long'from the Returns of ſweeping Plagues 
and confuming 'Fires.? What has preſerved 
ns from all that Train of Miſchief,” both: from 
within and without, thar' had long ago 
wrought our Ruin, if the: happy Interpoſiti- 
ons of "Providence had nor been always at 
hand to give us a frefh' Deliverarice, as often 
as we were threatned with a new Miſchief 2 
What could reſiſt” ſo Toud 'a Cry of fo much 
Impiety, ſuch bold Attempts againſt our God 
and his Chriſt, as are too common 2 What 
elſe could keep off thoſe Judgments, which our 
adding new and unheard-of Abominations to 
the old ſtock of our former crying Sins, muſt 
Kave'brought down upon'us, even in'Fire and 
Brimſtone ? © In oppoſition to ' all theſe, by 
which we are filling up- the meaſure of our 
Iniquines, we have {till the Teats and: Prayers 


of 'many in 'and abour this' Great City, ' which. 


ſupport and preſerve it, more than even the 
Trade and Induftry of the Citizens. We how 
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the Noble Charities of thoſe whom God. has 


bleſsd among us, which aſcend before - the 


Throne as a ſweer-limelling Sayour,z We. fare 

the grateful Prayers and Thankſgiviggs of.ſuch 
as having no other Returns to make for.what 
they receive, may be ſuppoſed to offer theſe 
up heartily for their Benefactors, and for, this 
City in which they find ſuch mighty Com- 
fort and Relief. . Theſe do till keep, off the 
Judgments that otherwiſe we ſhould long ago 
have ſmarted under ; and therefore here is. a 


| Big place to make a: ſtand, and 40 {& he- 


ore you what the Worthy Governors of 
thoſe Endowments have dane for this laſt 


Year, that ſo thoſe whom God has eminent- 


ly bleſs'd, may, ſee whag is reſerved for Gem 


yet to do. 


A True REPORT, KC. 


It remains now 7a confider the Meaſure by 
which we ought to purſue our Charity : As 
we have oppor tunity, Or according to. the _— 
Reading, While we have:time. ' Ev ery. time, of 
our: recelving ſpecial Bleſſings from God, whe- 
ther in our Spiricual or Temporal Concerns, 
chiefly when unlook'd for, and oreat Succeſles 


in 
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in our Afﬀairs,. do as it were ſurprize us, we 
ought to reckon a ſpecial Opportunity for 
doing Good: We have then a new Capacity 
ut in our hands. If thoſe who meet with 
particular Bleſſings are yer ſo ſtraitned, that 
they having nothing to ſpare, expreſs their 
willingneſs to give liberally if ic were in their 
power, even that will be accepted by him 
who in ſuch a caſe does certainly take the will 
for the deed ; bur that is never to be expected, 
when it is in our power to do as well as to 
will: then not to do, and only to pretend 
co will, is but to mock God. 

When. fir Occaſions and proper Objects 
come in our way, at a time when we feel 
we have it in our power to do good, we 
ought to look upon that as a determination 
of Providence, to lodge the Good that we 
are diſpoſed to do, on ſuch Objects: When 
at any time we re-double our Prayers with 
more than ordinary Vehemence, for any De- 
liverance or Bleſling, we ought to proportion 
ſome overplus in our Charity, to the Grace 
that we then beg from God. We may ex- 
pet that our Prayers ſhall be beſt heard, 
when we open our Ears and our Hands to 


thoſe who call to us. As we would delire 
D that 
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thar God ſhould prevent us with his Favour, 


. we ought to ſeek out the Neceſlitous, chiefly 


the ' Domeſticks of this Family, to -prevent - 
chern with our Liberality. We ought not to 
ſhake off Pang Occafions, thar call for pre-.. 
ſent Help. In ſuch caſes often a Delay is a 
Denial; the Opportunity may be loſt for 
evet. The Invitations of Providence , in 
ſome happy Encounters, are to be tenderly | 
received as ſpecial Favours, and to be care- 
fully managed. So far we ought to be from 
letring them lip from as, char we onght to 
ſeek them out, and to wait for them. The - 
improving theſe, is as it were the putring God 
in our debt, or rather the putting us out of - 
his. We ought to reckon it a Favour when 
he ſends any of his Family to us in his Name. 
We ought to receive them well, and to diſ- 
miſs them the better for his ſake, in whoſe 
Name they come. Under all our Plenty, we 
cannot have a futer Indication , that it is 
ſenr ro us, and bleſs'd' of God, than thar we 
have it in our Will as much as it is in our 
Power, or rather ntore than our Power reaches 
to, 'to do all the Good with it that poſſibly 
we tan. This is one Article iv making up 


our accounts, which we may then do with 


Jy, 
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joy, when we feel a heartinefs in our Bounty ; 
that we part with ir, -not” only eaſily, * bur 
cheerfully ; that it is'not-extorted from'us by 
| Importunity or Decency, but is given with a 
willing Heart; and that in the Meaſure-of ir, 
we feel a diſpoſition to give rather more than 
leſs than our Condition can afford. Nor are 
we -to complain thar Opportunities 'zerutry roo 
thick uporr us'; 'bur are'rarcher to'tejoice, thar 
when 'we have diſperſed 'abroad, 'a' new 'Har- 
veft returns ſoon atret that ſowirig. ' Atrer all, 
there 'is Prudence and Diſcretion event in'this, 
and Bounds muſt be ſer to ir; within which 
we ought'to reſtrain our ſelves: bur 'ſo-few are 
apt'to exceed on thishand, that there is little 
occaſion 'to in{ift much upon! it. © © 7 
The other reading of 'the word is, While'we 
have tme : As long as we live, and have the 
free 'uſe of that Plenry with which God blefles 
us. Death will quickly \zome upon us, and 
then perhaps 4 fraudulent Man (or an Ulurer, 
when'he. can enjoy tis. Wealth'no' longer;* will 
think-of redeeming his iniquities by ſome Endow- 
men, in which-he may intend both to gratify 
his Vanity , 'and'to': quiet the'Horrors of this 
(Conſcience; but Reftiturion were the better 
and the more neceſſary Cure,' ſince ir is as it 
| Dr 3 wete 
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were a calling God to {hare with: them in: 


_ their unlawful Gains, when they offer him- 


ſome part of them, before they. have endea- 
voured to make. reſtitution to. the- righteous 
Owners, whom: they: had. defrauded. Such 
Endowments coming from. defiled: Hands. 
will not be accepted. 

Ic is true, if a ſpecial Reſticution, after a 
Life of numberlefſs and- ſmall Injuſtices, :can- 
not be made, a. liberal Diſtribution. will be 
accepted of God, if made. without the ſuper. 
ſitious Conceic of compounding with Htm:: 
Yer that which-1s. made: by: Men. in Health, 
who outlive-their parting with it, . looks liker 
a willing Sacrifice, than. that which is only 
ler go to pious Uſes, when they can hold. it 


no-longer. Ir favours. coo lictle. of Charity, 


and roo rankly. of Vanity, . to- hoard up -and 
to give nothing. during one's Life, that. he 
may have. wherewith. co leave ſome ſplendid 


piece” of Magnificence at. his Death. . While 
we: have- time, therefore ,. that.is, while. we live 


and are in Health, while. we ſee Objects thar 
call aloud upon. us, and that perhaps periſh 
for the want of. that which is. in our: power 
to give-them ; Let us ſhew a Pleaſure. as well 
as: a. Zeal. in; Good: Works ;. for this. .is the. 


only - 
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ay 


only part of our Wealth that we may be ſaid 
in ſome ſort to carry along with us into ano- 
cher World; our works will follow us; and the 
Friends whom we have made by our Mammon, 
will be- ready to receive us into their eternal habi- 
tations. 

Another view of the word while we have 
time, 1s, In this our day, knowing the time. We 
are now again in Peace, and all things con- 
ſidered, in a high degree of Plenty. We do 
not know how long the preſent Quiet ſhall 
continue, or how ſoon the Clouds ſhall return 
after all the Rain that is fallen. Whatſo- 
ever our Dangers or Difficulties have been, 
they are now over, and we- forget them; 
and take little care tro provide for the Evil 


Day , which may be much nearer than we 
will ſuffer our. ſelves to think ir is- A ſhaking | 


may come that may drive us from our Seats 
and our Wealth: It is-not hard to apprehend 
from what: Accidents, and by what Hands'the 
Evil Day may come. 97 RIES 


The beſt- way: to -prevent-it, is-ro think. 


often that it may come; and inſtead of- hoard- 
ing up 2-great deal, which -may prove -only 
the heaping up of- Treaſure ; both to- invite 


and to glut our Enemies, inſtead of the pro-- 


fuſion : 
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fuſion. of Waſte and Riot, of Luxury and 
"Vanity , to be laying it up in ſuch Acts of 
- Charity as will ſtand us 'in more ſtead in the 
Evil day , than the belt ſecured Wealth we 
have; we will then the more cafily bear Want 
if we uſe our preſent Abundance well. Have 
other National . Churches been plucked up 
by the Roots, and ſcattered all about in 
ſtrange Countries, and why may not we -ex- 
pet ſome ſuch dreadful Sentence , Cut it 
. down , why cumbreth it the ground * It will be 
the caſier to us ro- encounter ſome ſuch Ca- 
lamity ; if while we have now both Time 
.and Plenty, we ule it prudently, and beſtow 
it Charitably : We may then with confidence 
truſt that God will raiſe up, even in ſtrange 
Countries, Benefactors to us, if' we do now 
.deal our bread to the bungry , and hide not our 


ſelves from our own fleſh. 


;In-a word', it will be the "more eaſy to 


part with the Remnancs of 'our Wealth when 


we have accuſtomed our ſelves before-hand 
to make. liberal Diſtributions our of ir; and 
to, live upon a i{mall part of-it, . eſpecially 
for ,thoſe who have ſecured. the, beſt part -of 
1t,--where neither ruſt nor moth -deth. corrupt, -nor 
thieves break, through and ſteal; . and fo have 
ON the 
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the promiſes bath of this life, and of that which - 
is. to come., To conclude with the Words 
that go before my. Text, Whatſoever a man : 
| foweth, that ſhalt he alſo reap. For he that ſows 
eth to his-fleſh, ſhall of his fleſh reap corruption : - 
but' be that ſoweth to the - ſpirit , ſhall of the ſpis - 
rit reap life everlaſting. Therefore let us not. be * 
weary in well-doing , for in due ſeaſon we. ſhall. : 


reap, if we. faint not. .. 
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